TELEPATHY
Professor Murray himself does not believe that the results he gets are due to telepathy, if by that is meant the transmission of thought without aid from the ordinary senses, hearing, sight, touch, etc. As I understand him, he believes he gets into a state when he is peculiarly sensitive to noise, and his hearing becomes so acute that he hears something of the conversation between the " thinkers" when they are settling the subject they are to think about. It is not so acute, however, that he can distinguish the words they say, but he hears enough to suggest something to him. If it were a question of acute-ness of hearing alone a powerful microphone might be as effective as Professor Murray. The process is easier to describe, and the principle is the same, if we suppose the subject was chosen by writing instead of talking, and that the thought reader was in a condition when his sight was abnormally acute, though not sufficiently so to enable him to fix definitely what a particular word was. It might, however, be sufficient for him to see that only a few words would be consistent with what he had seen. If he had a quick imagination he might quickly grasp these possibilities and, beginning with one of them, if he found from observation of the thinkers that he was on the wrong track, start one of the others and go on until he got the right one.
It is clear that if this were the process the percipient would have a much better chance of success if, as in this case, the thinkers were either members of his family or intimate friends with whose special interests in literature, history or politics, as well as incidents in their lives, he was well acquainted.
The subjects selected by the thinkers seem to have been chosen at random, without reference to their suit-157